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COMMENTS ON RECENT MEETINGS 
WORKSHOP ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE 
BIOLOGY OF THE ORAL MUCOSA. THE UNIVERSITY 
OF IOWA COLLEGE OF DENTISTRY, IOWA CITY, 
MARCH 16-18, 1980 
The workshop was planned to bring together workers from 
Europe and the United States who are actively involved in 
studies of the oral mucosa and whose recent work has signifi-
cantly contributed to our understanding of this tissue. The 
objective of the meeting was to discuss recent advances in our 
knowledge of oral mucosa and skin, to provide directions for 
future research and to facilitate communication and collabora-
tion. The meeting concentrated on 4 major topics; epithelial 
cell maturation and metabolism, epithelial proliferation and 
kinetics, epithelial-mesenchymal interrelationships and surface 
properties of epithelial cells. Twenty-seven people attended the 
workshop including contributors from Denmark, England, Is-
rael and 12 laboratories in the United States. 
The similarities and differences between oral mucosa and 
skin were discussed in terms of the ultrastructural and biochem-
ical features of maturation. The possible significance of regional 
differences in structure of keratohyline and membrane coating 
granules was reviewed (Christopher Squier, Iowa City) and 
evidence put forward for a stratum corneum basic protein in 
oral epithelium (Beverly Dale). Metabolic changes examined in 
hyperplastic mucosa and skin suggest that rates of metabolism 
in the 2 tissues respond in an essentially similar fashion with a 
common response to f3 adrenergic agents and cAMP (Richard 
Harris). Problems of the control of regionally differing rates of 
cell proliferation and the functional role of the high rate of 
clearance of surface stratum corneum cells (estimated to take 
only a few hours) were discussed (Ian Mackenzie). Evidence 
pointing to the existence of subpopulations of basal cells with 
unusual cell kinetic parameters was described for both the 
highly structured lingual papillae and other epithelial where no 
such organization is apparent. Possible functional roles for such 
cells and the type of experimental evidence required to establish 
such roles were examined (Jackie-Bickenbach and William 
Hume). The role of epithelial-mesenchymal interactions in. the 
histogenesis of embryonic organs was reviewed in relation to 
the problem of maintenance of regional differences in adult 
mucosa (Ed Kollar) and discussion followed concerning the 
significance of existing experimental evidence. Studies of epi-
thelial-mesenchymal relationships indicate that interactions ex-
ist in adult oral mucosa in vivo (Murray Hill) and ultrastruc-
tural investigations of an oral epithelium growing in vitro 
demonstrate that the physical properties of a (synthetic) col-
lagen substrate can significantly influence the form of epithelial 
maturation (Don MacCallum) . Changes in the surface proper-
ties of epithelial cells examined using lectin-binding and im-
munofluorescence methods were related to wound healing and 
normal a nd pathological epithelial maturation (Erik Dabels-
teen). Finally the nature of the permeability barrier of keratin-
ized and nonkeratinized epithelia and the role of membrane-
coating granules in the establishment of such barriers were 
discussed (Christopher Squier). 
The meeting r~vealed an increasing body of knowledge about 
the general properties and behavior or normal oral mucosa. 
The marked regional variations in differentiation, cell kinetics 
and structure of this tissue provide useful opportunities for 
extending our understanding of the properties of all keratinizing 
epithelium. 
Christopher Squier 
Ian Mackenzie 
University of Iowa 
College of Dentistry 
REPORT ON THE MEETING OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF DERMATOLOGY 
The International Committee of Dermatology met at the Hotel New 
Otani, in Tokyo, April 19-20, 1979, to examine the site and to discuss 
the organization and scientific aspects of the XVI International Con-
gress of Dermatology. The committee members were highly impressed 
by the facilities demonstrated to them and the advanced planning and 
preliminary organization already performed by the Japanese organiza-
tion committee. The definite date for the International Congress was 
confirmed to be Sunday May 23-Friday, May 28, 1982. The decision 
was made that abstracts of all papers presented at the XVI Interna-
tional Congress as well as Proceedings of this Congress will be pub-
lished. Abstracts of the papers to be given should be ready before the 
Congress at a time determined by the Organization Committee; the 
Proceedings volume was agreed to include full length reports of Special 
Lectures; of the papers on Advances in Dermatology, papers presented 
in the Symposia and Case Presentations I and II. Summaries of Work-
shops and Posters will also be published as will be Free Communications 
either in abstract or full length, the latter at the discretion of the 
Editorial Committee. English will be the publication language. Sum-
maries of Courses, Informal Discussions and Exhibits will not be 
published. 
Since there have been some difficulties in the continuous communi-
cation between the ICD and the national societies, mostly due to the 
fact that the officers of most of the national societies change every year, 
the ICD decided to pass a resolution to the effect that each national 
society should be requested, through the Secretary-General, to form a 
standing committee on international matters to serve as a liaison with 
the lCD and the Organizing Committee of the International Congress. 
In order to make information available on the actions and purpose of 
the International League of Dermatological Societies and the Interna-
tional Committee of Dermatology, the Secretary-General has prepru·ed 
a manual of the International League of Dermatological Societies which 
is to be sent to the presidents, secretaries and delegates of the national 
societies. The manual will also be handed out to the participants of the 
XVI International Congress. A revision of the bylaws of the lCD is also 
planned and work so far done by an ad hoc committee consisting of 
Professors Cabre, Civatte, Thyresson, Winkelmann and Wolff was 
discussed. A proposal for the new bylaws is to be sent to the member 
societies at least three months before the next meeting of the Assembly 
of Delegates in Tokyo, 1982. 
A committee for extracong:ressional matters was created which is to 
present thoughts on international actions for mutual help in dermatol-
ogy under the sponsorship of the lCD. This committee consists of 
Professors Winkelmann (chairman), Civatte, Domi.nguez-Soto, Seiji 
and Wilkinson. 
Finally, new members of the lCD will have to be elected at the 
International Congress in Tokyo. Present members of the lCD who will 
be replaced in 1982 according to the bylaws are Professors Baer, Braun-
Falco, Cordero, J ablonska and Padilha-Goncalves. The Secretary-Gen-
eral was requested to write to the member societies and ask for 
proposals of 10 names for the vacancies with only 2 names to be named 
from any one country. 
One of the last major items brought up and discussed at this meeting 
was a report by Professor Civatte on the criticism which has been 
voiced by some French newspapers concerning case presentation at 
medical meetings. The lCD unanimously accepted a resolution put 
forward by Dr. Wilkinson which reads as fo llows: 
"Presentation of patients at dermatological meetings. 
Apart from the educational aspects, close scrutiny of the skin is a 
necessary part of clinical diagnosis in dermatology. Though modern 
technology has evolved alternative methods of presenting dermato-
logical case materials for discussion, there are limitations to all 
audiovisual techniques in current use. At the present time, therefore 
it may sometimes be necessary and even advantageous to the patient 
that he or she is presented personally at meetings of dermatologists 
for accuracy of diagnosis or the establishment of the best treatment. 
We regard this practice as acceptable, provided that the patient gives 
his informal consent and that the presentation is carried out under 
conditions of adequate space and time and with dignity and humanity 
on the part of all concerned." 
Professor Nils Thyresson 
Secretary-General, lCD 
